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Summary: 
 
The discussion focused on the urgent need to address the broken food system and enhance 
youth engagement in sustainable development goals (SDGs). Divine Ntiokam highlighted his 
experiences in coordinating with various ministries and organizations to promote agricultural 
productivity and inclusivity. He announced the upcoming stocktaking event in Addis Ababa 
and the launch of the GCSAYN Road to UNFSS+4 initiative, which aims to involve centers of 
excellence in implementing sustainable agriculture frameworks. Domenico Vito introduced 
the Virtual Academy program, designed to train interns in climate-smart agriculture, 
encouraging participation from centers leading up to COP30. 
 
John Choptiany provided insights into IITA's climate resilience and adaptation programs, 
emphasizing the importance of agricultural research for smallholder farmers and women. He 
detailed ongoing projects, including long-term trials and climate modeling, which inform 
agricultural policy and practice. Choptiany also discussed the role of digital advisory services 
in reaching smallholder farmers and the significance of capacity building through 
partnerships. He noted IITA's commitment to engaging youth in agriculture, with over 
100,000 trained in climate-smart practices, and expressed the goal of integrating climate 
science into policy discussions at the UN level. 
 
Irene Kimani from Rift Valley National Polytechnic shared the institution's commitment to 
fostering innovation in climate-smart agriculture among its 13,000 students. She highlighted 
success stories of students launching businesses and discussed community engagement 
initiatives, including a tree nursery and agribusiness forums. Kennedy Keya contributed by 
discussing the integration of greening activities into the curriculum, showcasing the 
institution's impact on youth empowerment and environmental sustainability.  



 

 
Olipa Lungu from the University of Zambia shared insights on regional activities, including a 
campaign teaching intercropping techniques to promote sustainable agriculture and address 
local food security challenges. 
 
Divine Ntiokam led discussions on various initiatives, including an incubation program at 
Botswana University of Agriculture and Natural Resources aimed at empowering students 
through agribusiness training. He announced plans for an agri-food system and nutrition club 
to engage students further.  
 
Francis Oduor from the University of Kabianga highlighted the university's contributions to 
education and environmental conservation, including the establishment of a consultancy 
organization by former interns. Ntiokam also honored the late Dr. Hitimani by announcing an 
annual award for young scientists and discussed plans for recognizing outstanding young 
girls and women in various fields, emphasizing mentorship and educational support. 
 
Chapters & Topics: 
 
Official Launch of GCSAYN Road to UNFSS+4 
Divine Ntiokam discussed the significance of the Food System Summit and the role of young 
people in achieving the SDGs. He mentioned the 1,000 national pathways established to 
improve food systems and the upcoming stocktaking event in Addis Ababa. Ntiokam also 
shared his efforts in organizing dialogues and establishing an Agri-food Systems & Nutrition 
Security( AFNS) club at Columbus States Community College ( CSCC) in the days ahead. 
* Overview of the Food System Summit process and its significance. 
* The role of youth and women in implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
* The establishment of the Virtual Academy for capacity building in climate-smart agriculture. 
 
IITA's Climate Resilience and Youth Engagement Initiatives 
John Choptiany discussed IITA's focus on climate resilience and adaptation strategies, 
emphasizing the need for agricultural research that supports smallholder farmers and 
women. He outlined various initiatives, including long-term trials, climate modeling, and 
climate-smart agriculture practices. Choptiany also mentioned the importance of digital 
advisory services and capacity building to empower youth in agriculture. 
* The importance of partnerships in addressing climate change and food security. 
* The role of CSA1 in fostering partnerships and collaboration. 
 
Questions and Discussions Following John's Presentation 
Divine Ntiokam opened the floor for questions after John's presentation, specifically inquiring 
about the Enable Youth Program's implementation and success stories. John Choptiany 
mentioned that he does not lead that area and would need to refer to a colleague for more 
information.  
 
Prof.Joyce Lepetu expressed interest in collaborating on carbon credit projects and 
requested further details on potential partnerships. 
 
Updates on GCSAYN Initiatives and Collaborations 



 

Divine Ntiokam introduced Irene Kimani from Rift Valley National Polytechnic, who detailed 
the institution's role in supporting over 13,000 youth through various programs. Irene 
highlighted the focus on innovation in agriculture, including smart irrigation and geothermal 
preservation techniques, and the success of students in starting their own businesses. She 
also mentioned the establishment of a tree nursery and community outreach efforts to 
promote climate-smart practices. 
* Introduction of participants and their roles. 
 
Updates on SADC Initiatives and Educational Outreach 
Olipa Lungu, representing the University of Zambia, detailed the efforts within the SADC 
region, which includes 16 countries. She emphasized the university's role in sustainable 
agriculture education, mentioning the participation of students in various initiatives. Recently, 
they conducted a campaign at a partner school to teach primary students about 
intercropping and sustainable land management. 
 
Updates on Centers of Excellence and Youth Engagement in Food Systems 
Divine Ntiokam facilitated discussions with Professor Oladele and Professor Joyce Lepetu 
regarding their respective roles in enhancing agricultural education and youth engagement. 
Joyce shared insights on the incubation program at Botswana University of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, which has successfully graduated students who are now starting their 
own businesses. The program focuses on various agricultural sectors, including poultry and 
horticulture, and aims to foster self-employment among graduates. 
* Importance of sharing links for continuity in meetings. 
 
University of Kabianga's Role in Climate Smart Agriculture 
Dr.Francis Oduor presented the University of Kabianga's contributions to the Climate Smart 
Agriculture Youth Network, emphasizing its educational commitment to youth in Africa. The 
university has hosted 19 interns, with 11 graduating, and is set to recruit five more. Oduor 
noted the successful initiatives undertaken by interns, including tree planting and 
environmental cleanups. 
 
Tribute and Announcement of Awards by Divine Ntiokam 
Divine Ntiokam, GCSAYN Executive Director, honored the memory of Dr. Hitimani, the late 
dean of the School of Agriculture at the University of Kabianga, by announcing an annual 
award for young scientists in his name. He also reflected on the recent passing of his 
mother, an agro-engineer, and revealed plans to launch an award recognizing exceptional 
young girls and women, emphasizing support through mentorship and educational resources 
rather than monetary aid. 
 
Updates on Environmental Education and Climate Smart Agricultural Exchange Program 
Divine Ntiokam invited Dr.Suiven John Paul Tume to discuss his contributions to 
environmental education following the food system summit. Tume reported on his efforts at 
the University of Bamenda,Cameroon, including the launch of a new environmental 
education program and his role in the meteorology program. Ntiokam emphasized the 
importance of reconnecting and advancing their collaboration on environmental education 
initiatives. 
 
Introduction of Participants 



 

Divine Ntiokam initiated the introduction of participants by calling on Thaddeus Tsegaye, who 
did not respond. He then turned to Karlyn Cronin, who introduced herself as the Director for 
Cultural Communications and Outreach for the U.S. Africa Trade and Business Network, 
based in New Jersey. Karlyn highlighted her work with startups and small businesses, as 
well as her connections to various organizations. 
 
Introduction and Participant Engagement 
Divine Ntiokam provided his contact details and urged participants to stay engaged during 
the call. He welcomed Lovisa Hast, an intern from Sweden, who shared her role in 
promoting sustainable food systems through the International Agricultural Network. Lovisa 
found the discussions inspiring and emphasized the importance of collaboration in 
addressing food system challenges. 
* Overview of the Ciani network's focus on food systems. 
* Discussion on the CSA1 organization's history and achievements. 
 


